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Two Cases of Pityriasis Lichenoides et Varioliformis Acuta

were Treated by Tetracyclines, Etretinates

Joung Ok Lee, Jeong Hee Hahm, Hong Il Kook
Department of Dermatology, College of Medicine, Ewha Womans University

We present two cases of pityriasis lichenoides et varioliformis acuta occurring on the whole body.
The case 1 was a 13 year old male who have had papulosqamous, hemorrhagic lesions and were
treated by tetracyclines. The other case was a 32 year old female who have had scaly erythematous
papules and were treated by etretinates.
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Table 1. Summary

Case 1 Case 2
Sex/ Age M./13 F/ 32
Duration 3 weeks 3 months
Skin Lesion multiple pinhead to rice sized erythematous several asymptomatic pinhead to rice sized
papules and crust macules
Site trunk, face, extremities anterior chest, extremities

Lab. findings

CBC

Urinalysis

LFT

VDRL

Chest P-A

Histopathologic
findings

Treatment

(Fig. 1)

Non-reactive
Normal

Tetracycline 2.0 gm for 4 wks

(Fig. 2)

Non-reactive
Normal

(Fig. 3, 4, 5)

Etretinate 30 mg for 6 wks
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matous papules and crust on the anterior trunk.

Fig. 2. There are several asymptomatic pinhead to rice

sized macules on the anterior trunk, extremities.
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Fig. 3. In the epidermis, there are hyperkeratosis, parakeratosis, marked exocytosis of inflammatory celis and
in the dermis, there are perivascular infiltrations of inflammatory cells(H & E stain, X100).
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Fig. 4. In the epidermis, there are spongiosis, few trapped erytilrocyte, marked exocytosis of lymphoid cells(H
& E stain, X400).



T ST

e

Fig. 5. Inthe dermis, there are endothelial swelling, permeation of the endothelial wall by infiltrations, focal extrava-

sations of erythrocytes(H & E stain, X400).

Fig. 6. The lesions are disappeared with pigmentation af-
ter 2 months of treatments.
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