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=ABSTRACT=
Clinical Study on 94 Cases of Primary Cancer of the Liver

Hye Ok Kim, Young Ho Cho, Yun Ah Sung, IL Hwan Moon, Lee Gap Park

Department of Internal Medicine, College of Medicine, Ewha Womans University

A Clinical study on 94 cases of primary liver cancer who were confirmed at Ewha Womans
University Hospital from January 1984 to December 1986 was carried out.
The result obtained are as follows :
1) The ratio of male to female is 3.9 © 1, and highest incidence rate is 42.6% in 6th decade.
2) The chief complaints are RUQ abdominal pain, epigastric discomfort, dyspepsia, weight
loss in the decreasing order. Physical examination shows hepatomegaly, ascites and jaundice.
3) Clonorchis sinensis infestation reveals 85% of cases.
4) Liver function tests shows serum globulin elevation in 96.8% , AST (aspartate aminotransfe-
rase, SGOT) elevation in 91.5%, alkaline phoaphatese elevation in 86.2%, in order of frequency.
5) Alpha-fetoprotein is positive (">400ng/ml in 72.3% of cases.
6) Serum HBsAg is positive in 75.0% of cases.
7) Alpha-fetoprotein is apt to be positive in the HBsAg positive cases.
8) Space occupying lesions are demonatrated by liver scanning in 93.6% of cases : 73.9%
in the right lobe, 11.4%in the left lobe and 14.7% in the both lobes.
9) Twelve (70.6% ) of cases are assoiated with cirrhosis of liver. Of 12 cases 75.0% is macrono-

dular.
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Table 1. Age and sex distribution in 94 primary liver

cancer cases
No. of Cases

Age (yrs)
Male Female Total (%)
2 ~30 1 1 2 (21)
31~ 40 5 1 6 (64
4~ 50 18 1 19 (202)
51 ~ 60 30 10 0 (426)
61 ~ 70 19 B (244
71 ~ 80 2 2 4 (43)
Total (797 19(203) 94 (100.0)
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Table 2. Clinical feature in 94 primary liver cancer

cases
Symptoms and signs No. of cases %
RUQ pain 54 574
Anorexia 6 64
Weight loss 9 96
Epigastric discomfort 2% 266
Dyspepsia 19 202
Fever 2 21
Hepatomegaly 81 862
Ascites 25 2.6
Edema 16 170
Jaundice 21 23
Hematemesis and Melena 6 64
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Table 3. Result of CBC and stool examination in %4
primary liver cancer cases

#(17099 9] <o) A H{Table 2).

No. of cases

%

CBC
Hb (gm %)
{100
> 100
WBC (/ms®)
{5000
5,000-10,000
> 10000
Stool

Egg of Clonorchis sinensis

Occult blood

10

106
894

245
564
191

85
404
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447} 100gmy%olstE HIES B
(1069 Act, W47} 5,000/mm® o] 4
/mm® Rl o = 533|(56.49) 2 -
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NE B o= 188(1919) $tH{Table 3).

t) o Ae] 7+& 2 (clonorchis sinensis)
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pol 44
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SE L U T 8(85%) Ao T, kP d e 38

Table 4. Results of blood chemistry in 94 primary liver
cancer cases
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in A< 918)(96.8%), AST(aspartate aminotransfera-
At 86#|(91.5%), alkaline phosphatase

X Ab< 812(86.299) 2 ALT (alanine aminotrans-
ferase, SGPT) &7} 63#|(67.09%) 2] so]gom &=
Bilirubin x]9] Z7}& 518|(54.3%) 4] FAH A
24% A= 18)(11%)

O, 97 TRA ¥HAE
oA W7} 60mggs o] 3T} (Table 4)

Tests No. of cases %
- se, SGOT)
Total protein {59m % 5 53
Albumin {39gm% V5] 798
Globulin > 25gm% 9l 968
Total bilirubin > 12mg% 51 548
Alk phosphatase > 13 KA. 81 862
AST. > 40 iu 86 915
ALT. > 40 iu 63 670
Cholesterol > 250mg% 10 106
Glucose < 60mg% 1 11
%= 7t

7 500% 2 7 w2 &

6) HBsAgs] iyl &
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Table 5. Results of radicimmunoassay for detection of HBsAg in 94 primary liver cancer cases

2 BE3loy A5l

Male Female Total
Age (%)
Total No. Positive No. Total No. Positive No. Total No. Positive No.

2~ 1 1 1 2 1 (500)
3~ 40 5 1 1 (83.3)
41 ~ 50 18 14 1 1 19 15 (78.9)
51 ~ 60 20 27 10 8 Q0 3% (875)
61 ~ 70 19 12 2 23 14 {60.9)
7~ 2 0 2 4 2 (500)
Total 5 57(760) 19 15(78.9) o 72 (750)
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Table 6. Alpha-fetoprotein concentration in 94 primary
kiver cancer cases

oFP No. of cases %
{ 2ng/ml 11 117
21 - 200ng /ml 1 17
201-400ng /ml 4 43
> 400ng /ml 68 723
400-4000ng /ml 1 1n7
4000 - 40,000ng /ml 17 187
> 40000ng /ml 20 425
Total 9 1000

Table 7. Space occupying lesion in hepatoscintigram

No. of cases %

With SOL. 88 936
Rt. lobe 65 739
Lt lobe 10 14
Both lobes 13 147

Without SO.L. 6 64

Total A 100.0

Table 8. Incidence of cirrhosis assodiated with primary
liver cancer by peritoneoscopic biopsy findings

(17 cases)
No. of cases %
With Cirrhosis 12 706
macronodular 9 70
micronodular 1 83
mixed 2 16.7
Without Cirrhosis 5 294

me} dEvEE 9YS AFS .
2}7} 76.0%, o) 247} 789% 2 Wi zre] Wk xjo]
= ¢ < oH(Table 5).

7 €% aFP X

94 o == 268(25.5%) ol| 4] 400mg/ml o] &+E H ]
802 #4s o, 400ng/mlo] it g 68
#Hl5(72.39%) oll A 400~4,000ng/m! & $]7} 11f(11.7
%), 4000~40,000ng/ml ¥ 7} 172)(187%) 18] 1L

40,000ng/ml o] o] 40#|(4259) % tHTable 6).
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2hed 10)(11.499 €] 0] At (Table 7).
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