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A Clinical Study on Neuropsychiatric Patients Admitted Via the Emergency Room

Haing-Won Woo
Department of Neuropsychiatry, College of Medicine, Ewha Womans University

Hospital records of neuropsychiatric patients admitted to Ewha Womans University Hospital via
the emergency room from January 1, 1982 to December 31, 1986 were reviewed, and the following
results were obtained.

1) Patients admitted via the emergency room comprised 6.65% of total neuropsychiatric admission

The rate of emergency admission were 3.98% at 1982, 3.48% at 1983, 85% at 1984, 7.9% at
1985, 94% at 1986 which seems increasing tendency.

2) The male : female sex ratio of the patients was 1: 1.03.

43% of the emergency room admission patients were in their twenties and 20% of the patients
were thirties, 63% of them were in theit twenties or thirties.

3) 82% of them were in the middle class of socioeconomic level, 46% of the patients had college
education level and 51% of them were married status.

4) Presenting problems, in the order of frequency, were delusion and hallucination, somaticsymptom,
anxiety and phobia, exciting and assultive behavior, convulsion, suicide attempt, behavior disorder,
sleeping disturbance, consciousness disorder and homicide tendency.

5) In most cases the duration of hospitalization was 2 weeks or less for neurosis and over 2
weeks in schizophrenic disorders.

6) 21.5% of the emergency room patients were diagnosed as schizophrenic disorder which was
the most frequent diagnosis in all patients.

7) 23% of the emergency room patients were discharged against medical advice.
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Table 1. Annual distribution of the psychiatric patie-
nts admitted via the ER. and O.P.D.

Via ER. Via OP.D. Total admitted
No of case(%) No of case(%) No of case(%)

Year

1982 9 (3.98) 217(96.02) 226(100)
1983 7 (348) 194(96.52) 201(100)
1984  17(8.54) 182(91.46) 199(100)
1985 17(7.94) 197(92.06) 214(100)
1986 20(9.43) 192(90.57) 212(100)
Total  70(6.65) 982(93.35)  1052(100)

E.R. : Emergency Room
O.P.D. | Qutpatient Department
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Table 2. Age, sex, marital status, socioeconomic condition, education level of patients admitted via emerge-

ncy room
Age Sex Marital Status Soioeconomic Condition Education Level
M F Single Married Bereaved Low  Middle Heigh Ele. Niddle High College
32 33 31 33 1 10 33 2 8 8 19 30
10-19 3 3 6 5 2 4
20-29 15 13 22 5 21 1 3 5 19
30-39 6 7 3 11 13 1 1 5 7
40-49 3 6 3 2 3 1
50-59 4 2 4 1 1 2 3
60-69 1 2 2 1 3 3
Total 32 33 31 33 1 10 53 2 8 8 19 30
Ele.  Elementary School
Table 3. The reason for visiting the emergency A% B|nA gHgo] Y& AL Byl
room AENE e 7o) 334(51%), Hl&o] 319](48
Reason No. of Case(%) %), Abdol 1¢] (2% )2 Ve THE 2).
Hallucination or paranoid 12(18)
elusion C. $54 U 57
Somatic symptom 10(15)
Anxiety or panic state 9(14) E30A Be vhehe) S W T71E ¥4
Excitement and aggression 8(12) 3 870l 124(18%) 2 71 B3k 1 Hhe e A
Seizure or seizure like attack 5( 8) AT4e £27H1090(15%), £ B TE4H 9
Suicidal attempt 5( 8) (14%), T 2 244 ¥t 8e(12%), 3¢ &
Behavior disorders 4( 6) BEA FAE 34, ARVIET A% 5o, A5
Sleeping disterbances 4( 6) ok B¥lol 47 49(6%) 2 87%E A
Self injury 2( 3) 194 9’]}"\}9] ZO}‘OH 201} (3%), Z}-EH 201] (3%), }‘]'-ﬂﬁ
Consiousnes change 2(3) B Bof 2 (3%) 9 Wz BAL 71F 2403
Incoherent or irrational talking 2( 3) %)
Others 2( 9 D. AREE B2 Y7123 224 A
Total 65(100)
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Table 4. Duration of hospitalization and outcome of discharge of the pailents admitted via emergency room

by final diagnosis

Duration of admission

Outcome of discharge

Duration and outcome

Within 2 wk  2-4 wks 1-3mon improved not improved against Dis.
Final diagnosis N=35 N=14 N=16 N=44 N=6 N=15
Schizophrenic disorder
Paranoid or catatonic
(N=14) 4 5 5 9 1 4
Scizophrenic disorder
other type(N=2) 2 2
Conversion disorder(N=11) 10 1 7 1 3
Major affective disorder
(N=10) 1 5 4 6 2 2
Schizoaffective disorder
(N=8) 4 4 7 1
Brief reactive psychosis
(N=3) 3 2 4 1
V code(N=4) 3 1 2 1 1
Anxiety disorder(=3) 3 3
Alcoholism(N=2) 2 2
Others(N=6) 5 1 2 1 3
Total 35 14 16 4 6 15
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