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=ABSTRACT=

A Study on Affecting Factors to Utilization of a Rural Heaith Subcenter
for Primary Health Care

Cha Hyung Wie

Department of Preventive Medicine, College of Medicine, Ewha Womans University

In order to find out affecting factors to utilization of a rural health subcenter for primary
health care, a study was carried out, through analyzing the specific survey data of 284 out
of 1,151 total householders in a rural community, Su Dong-Myun, Nam Yang Ju-Gun, Kyung
Gi-Do, Korea, and the medical records of total outpatients of the health subcenter in the
district during 1976-1987.

The following results were obtained -

1) Since 1977, the annual utilization rate showed decreasing tendency such as 900 per 1,000
inhabitants in 1977, 846 in 1979, 708 in 1981, 618 in 1985, 594 in 1983 and 341 in 1987

2) The age specific utilization rate showed the highest in the group of age of 0-4 with 2,067.4
per 1,000 inhabitants in 1976, 2,402.7 in 1981 and 2,308.2 in 1986, respectively. In the other
age groups, no any significant difference was found in the specific rate.

3) In the choice rate of medical facillities for primary health care, health subcenter was
the highest(43.3%), and hospital (29.6 % ), generalist clinic(15.5%) and specialist clinic(11.6 %)
were in decreasing order.

4) Among the householders surveyed, 92.6% experienced to visit the rural health subcenter
more than once. However, 21.1% of them said that the health subcenter is not proper medical
facillitics for their situation.

5) In choice reasons of the health subcenter for primary health care, dominent priority factors
were sincerity and kindness of health personnels containing staffs(57.8% ), near distance from

living place(24.6% ), proper medical facillities(9.2%) and lower megdical cost(8.4%).



6) The utilization rate of health subcenter in the district, revealed a tendency that the nearer

distance from the health subcenter, the more patients visit the health subcenter.
7) More than half(59.8% ) of the householders surveyed, answered that primary health care

was interfered mainly with the daily farm work in the district.
8) For the enhancement of utilization rate, the householders surveyed demanded the health

subcenter to have good attitude of health subcenter personnel(28.5% ), to observe the time

and/or extend the duty hours(10.9%), to provide proper medical facillities(9.5%) and the

others(7.1%).
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Table 1. Comparison of utilization
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Fig. 1. Utilization rate of health subcenter in Su
Dong-Myun duing 1977-1987

rate of health subcenter in Su-Dong Myun during 1977-1987

year 1977 1979 1981 1983 1985 1987
Population 5,816 5,572 5,187 5,265 4,641 4,591
No. of New patient 5,235 4,713 3,673 2,993 2,870 1,565
utilization rate per 1,000 person 900 846 708 594 618 341
Average visiting frequency 19 1.9 19 1.6 16 1.7




Table 2. The age specific utilization rate of Su Dong Myun health subcenter during 1976-1986

Year No. of new patient Utilization rate per 1,000 person

Age 1976 1981 1986 1976 1981 1986
0— 4 1,386 877 764 2,067.4 2,402.7 2,308.2
5- 9 491 496 963 612.8 840.9 930.8
10— 14 354 394 234 416.2 552.7 4374
15— 24 544 400 160 708.5 401.2 153.7
25—~ 34 451 377 208 834.6 641.2 313.7
35— 44 429 374 213 683.7 657.3 439.2
45 — 54 295 326 214 6164 618.6 3735
55 — 64 232 212 172 5954 463.9 385.7
65 and over 175 218 234 550.6 572.2 555.8
Total 4,357 3,674 2,563 724.2 708.3 524.7

Table 3. The choice of Medical facilities for
primary medical care

Medical facilties No. percent( %)
Health subcenter 123 43.3
Hospital 84 29.6
Generalist clinic 44 155
Specialist clinic 33 116
Total 284 100.0
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Table 5. Choice reasons of health subcenter or
generalist clinic for perimary medical care

Reason No. percent( %)
Sincerity and kindness 164 578
of
heath subcenter staff
Near distance from 70 246
living place
Good medical facilities 26 9.2
Lower medical cost 24 84
Total 284 100.0
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Table 4. Frequency of utilization of health subcenter and Impression to health subcenter service

Frequency of utilization of health subcenter

Impression to health subcenter service

Frequency No. percent(%) Impression No. percent( %)
Frequently 25 88 Good 60 2L1
A Common 173 60.9
Occasionally 238 83.8
No good 39 13.8
Never 21 74 Not interest 12 42
Total 284 100.0 Total 284, 100.0
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Table 6. Utilization rate of Su-Dong Myun health subcenter by distance from living places

during 1976-1986

Year No. of New patient utilization rate per 1,000 person
Distance (KM) Rie 1976 1981 1986 1976 1981 1986
Ribsouk 3 1,033 826 594 1,444.8 1,286.6 857.1
0—20 Unsoo 1 831 798 399 919.2 939.9 4884
Ribsouk 2 - - 183 - - 693.2
Ribsouk 1 490 349 124 827.7 772.1 568.9
Oebang 1 226 312 191 398.6 578.8 465.9
2140 Unsoo 2 - - 86 - -~ 3644
Song chon 1 224 219 97 351.6 4337 1952
Gidoon 199 169 58 3769 3824 1436
Soo san 1 328 161 192 609.7 408.6 543.9
Soo san 2 225 183 193 595.2 563.1 765.9
41— 60 Nebang 1 295 239 190 8333 739.9 5919
Song chon 2 77 145 87 278.0 591.8 404.7
Oebang 2 136 188 76 4134 7231 308.9
6.1 and over Nebang 2 49 85 93 248.7 402.8 476.9
Total 4,357 3,674 2,563 724.2 708.3 524.7

Table 7. Influence for primary health care

by daily farm work

"Primary health care

No. percent( %)
by daily farm work
By interfered 170 59.8
Not be interfered 57 20.1
Unknown 57 20.1
Total 284 100.0

Table 8. Demands for Development of rural

health subcenter

Contents of demands No. percent( %)
Good attitude of health 81 985
subcenter personnel
To observe the time
and/or extend the 31 109
duty hours
Good medical facillities 27 95
Others 20 71
No answer 125 44.0

Total 284 100.0
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