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A Study on Usage of Household Medicine in a Rural Community
(Su Dong-Myun)

Cha Hyung Wie
Department of Preventive Medicine, College of Medicine, Ewha Womans University

In order to find out status of household medicine usage in a rural community, a study
was carried out, through analyzing the survey data regarding to household medicine usage
of 188 household sampled from the 19 towns with 1, 186 families and farm house of 80%
in a rural community, Su Dong-Myun, Nam Yang Zu-Gun, Kyung Gi-Do. Korea.

The following results were drawn :

1) The 80.9% of 152 respondents answered that they prepared household medicine. Only
the 53% of them answered that they did not. The rest, 13.8% answered that they were
not sure.

2) The preparation rates of oral medicine are as follows ; drugs for indigestion : 80.3%
of the highest rate, drugs for headache : 57.9%, drugs for common cold : 46.7%, antibiotics :
44.1%, drugs for gastrointestinal pain and drugs for nutrition each : 43.4%, and drugs for
back and joint pain : 224% of the lowest rate.

3) The preparation rates by effect-specific kind including sanitary materials were as fol-
lows ; external ointment : 83.6% of the highest rate, drugs for indigestion . 80.3%, antiseptic
solution . 73.0% . adhesive plaster : 61.2%, drugs for headache : 579 %, and guez and ther-
mometer each : 15.8% of the lowest rate.

4) The preparation rates by the number of effect-specific kind of oral household medicine
were as follows s three kinds ® 21.0% of the highest rate, five kinds * 164%. four kinds
and two kinds . 14.5% each and seven kinds and over : 6.6% respectively.

5) The purchase-routes of household medicine were answered as follows : drug-stores - 85.
5% almost all, medical facilities, shops and market each : 46% and peddlers : 20% respecti-
vely.

6) The sources of information about the household medicine were answered as fol-
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lows . personnel of drug store or pharmacy : 49.3% of the highest rate, T.V. or radio : 27.0%,

medical personnel :

15.8%, paper and magazine : 3.0% respectively.

7) The reasons for preparing the household medicine were answered as follows : for

preventing disease and promotion of health > 37.5% of the highest rate, for convenience

of home care : 26.3%, for relief from preparation itself : 204 %, and for emergent care before

special treatment :

151% of the lowest rate.

8) The opinions about the necessity of drugs are distributed as follows ; necessary - 86.8%

of the majority, not necessary - 1.3%, and not sure :
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Table 1. The main sources of income by household
of respondents

Number of

Occupation household %
Farm work 83 44.2
Stock farm work 20 10.6
Employ work 20 10.6
Shop work 19 10.1
Labour work 10 5.3
Others 36 19.2

Total 188 100.0

Table 2. The preparation rate of household medi-

cine
Number of
Pivided household %
Prepared 152 80.9
Not prepared 10 5.8
Not sure 26 13.8
Total 188 100.0
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Table 3. The preparation rate by effect specific kind of oral household medicines & sanitary mate-

rials
Number

Kinds of drugs bbusehold %
Drugs for indigestion 122 80.3
Drugs for headache 88 57.9
Drugs for common cold 71 46.7

Oral medicines Antibiotics 67 44.1
Drugs for nutrition 66 43.4
Drugs for gastrointest inal pain 66 43.4
Drugs for back & joint pain 34 22.4
Others 28 18.5

Ointment & Disinfectants External ointment 127 83.6
Antiseptic solution 111 73.0
Adhesive plaster 98 64.5

Sanitary materials Bandage 93 61.2
Guez 24 15.8
Thermometer 24 15.8

Table 4. The preparation rate by number of effect specific kind of oral household medicines

Numberof kinds 0 1 2 3 4 5 7 and over Total
Number of household 10 14 22 32 22 25 10 152
% 6.6 9.2 14.5 21.0 14.5 16.4 11.2 6.6 100.0
6.6%1F 5ok Table 5. Knowledge about commodity name of

A AR B AT Qe FES UE

household medicine
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Number of
Divided household %
e Very well 75 49.3
T A little 69 45.4
Not at all 6 4.0
No concern 2 1.8
Total 152 100.0

Table 6. The purchase-routes of household medi-

cine
5. AgAISES) T4 Number of
FZALSFA YR ZHAdu e T H 25 Table Routes household %
69 B.2lul9) o] okF W okdlo] 85.5% = A9 Drug-stores 1380 85.5
doegdn 7JHAY ARL 46%P90n A Medical facilides 7 4.6
T P9 E 2.0% I} Shops & markets 7 4.6
AU E WA S Fa ol ofg A4 (gm)  Peddes 5 20
. Others 5 3.0
A o]u lo] o m OEH}FEA
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Table 7. Sources of Information about household

medicine
Number of

Routes household %
Drug-store perononel 75 49.3
T.V & radio 41 27.0
Medical personnel 24 15.8
Friends & intimates 5 3.3
Paper and magazines 3 2.0
Others 4 2.6

Total 152 100.0

Table 8. The reasons for preparing household me-

dicine
Number of
Reasons household 0
For preventing disease
. 57 37.5
& promotion of health
For covenience of home
40 26.3
care
For reliet from
o 31 920.4
preparation itself
For emergent care
. 23 15.1
before special treatment
Others 1 0.7
Total 152 100.0

Table 9. The reading status to precautions or notes
in attachment with household medicine

Number of
Reading status household %
Always 60 39.5
Scanning 78 51.8
Never 10 6.6
Not interest 4 2.6
Total 152 100.0

Table 10. The effectiveness of household medi-

cine
Number of

Results household "
Effective 120 78.9
Not effective 2 1.3
Side-effective 1 0.7
Not sure 29 19.1

Total 152 100.0
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Table 11. The initdal aetions of medical utlization
for primary health care

Actions Number of
household ’
Visit to health subc-
) - 61 40.2
enter or private clinics
Go to ph
0 to pharmacy or 54 555
drug-stores
Take household medicines 26 17.1
Visit to hospital 9 5.9
Others 2 1.3
Total 152 100.0

— 361 —



Table 12. The opinions about necessity of house-
hold medicine

Number of
Divided household %
Necessary 132 86.8
Not necessary 2 1.3
Not sure 18 11.9
Total 152 100.0
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