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Autopy Results of Clinically Diagnosed Alzheimer’s Disease

Kyoung Gyu Choi
Department of Internal Medicine, College of Medicine, Ewha Woman’s University

Eight hundred and eighty four autopsy brains from patients with clinically diagnosed Alzhei-

mer’ s disease were examined pathologically. Six hundred ninety itht(79.96% ) of the 884 cases
fullfilled histological criteria for Alzheimer’s disease, with or withour additional findings, such
as substantia nigral degeneration, cerebellar degeneration, Parkinson’s disease or cerebral infar-

cts. One hundred and eighty six cases(20.04%) were diagnosed as other neurodegenerative

disease such as Parkinson’s disease, non-specific cortical degeneration or Pick’s disease. Dege-

nerative changes in the substantia nigra were common in patients with Alzheimer’s disease

than has been reported for the general aged population. Brain atrophy was severer in presenile

type of Alzheimer’s disease than in senile type of Alzheimer’s disease.
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Table 1. The result of autopsy for clinically diagnosed
Alzheimer’s disease

Table 2. Average age and brain weight of Alzheimer’ s
disease and Non-Alzheimer’s disease

. . . Number of
Final Diagnosis cases(%)
Alzheimer’s disease 698(79.96)

Alzheimer only 83

Alzheimer with SN degeneration 247

Alzheimer with Cbll degeneration 128

Alzheimer with infarct 124

Alzheimer with Parkinsons’s disease 93
Alzheimer with hematoma 12
Alzheimer with NCD 4
Alzheimer with PSP 2
Alzheimer with Lewy body 2
Alzheimer with Huntington’s disease 1
Alzheimer with MSA 1

Parkinson’s disease 53( 6.00)
NCD 45( 5.09)
Senile change or normal 21( 2.38)
Pick’s disease 18( 1.47)
Atherosclerososis 13( 1.47)
Infarct 12( 1.36)
MID 5
JCD 4
Huntington’s disease 4
PSP 4
MSA 3
DLD 2
Tumor 1
White matter degeneration 1
Temporal lobe degeneration 1
Trauma 1
Neurofibrillary tangle 1
MS 1
Total 884

Age  Brain weight(g)

SN . substantia nigra, Cbll : cerebellumm, NCD : non-
specific cortical degeneration, PSP : progressive supra-
nuclear palsy, MSA ! muli-system atrophy, MID ;
multi-infarct dementia, JCD : Jacob-Creutzfelt dis-
sease, DLD ! diffuse Lewy body disease, MS : multiple
sclerosis.
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77.91£8.01 929.7£175.61
Mild Alzheimer’s 79.416.06 1038.6% 107.64
Moderate Alzheimer’s  78.9+7.69 995.0% 184.63
Mod severe Alzheimer’s 78.4+8.35 958.91 183.10
79.5+7.80 897.01+ 142.32

Alzheimer’s disease

Severe Alzheimer’s

Non-Alzheimer’s diseases 79.0%7.76 938.2% 159.60
NCD 74.1£7.77 885.01 146.81
Parkinson’s diseases 77.0£5.71 1018.3+ 172.00
Pick’s diseases 725+ 581 641.7£101.84

Total 77.9+8.01 929.7+175.61

Table 3. Brain weight of Alzheimer’s disease by age

groups
Age(yr) Brain weight(g) Cases
~59 77751 116.70 11
60~69 983.7+ 148.92 74
70~79 950.81+ 186.67 257
80~89 939.51+ 137.53 315
90~ 851.31 123.04 41
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single photon emission tomography(SPET) & posit-
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