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Abstract

Childhood Abuse Experiences as Factors in Adult Psychiatric Illness
— A Preliminary Study —

Kyu Wol Yun * Haing Won Woo
Department of Psychiatry, College of Medicine, Ewha Womans University

The authors explored childhood and later physical and sexual abuse experiences in 53 female
psychiatric inpatients using objective measures.

All subjects were interviewed and administered the life experiences questionnaire and the
SCL-90-R and obtained the data on diagnoses, suicidal symtoms and psychotropic medications.

Forty-two(79.2%) of the 53 women reported a history of abuse at some time during their
lives. Thirty(56.6%) of them experienced abuse before age 16 and twelve(22.6% ) of them expe-
rienced abuse at age 16 or later. ‘

The most frequent perpetrators of physical abuse were family members(father before age
16, husband at age 16 or later). The most frequent perpetrators of sexual abuse w%re not
family memebers(strangers before age 16, boy friend at age 16 or later).

The SCL-90-R scores from abused subjects before age 16 were within the inpatient psychiatric
norms(mean+ SD= 50 10), but the scores of interpersonal sensitivity, paranoid ideology, psy-
choticism, global severity index of SCL-90-R subscale were significantly high than abused subje-
cts at age 16 or later and non-abused subjects.

The abused subjects before age 16 had more diagnoses of dépression and schizophrenia
and suicidal symptoms and they were given psychotropic medications more often.

Taken together, these findings suggest that childhood abuse experiences were correlated with
severity of adult psychiatric symtoms.
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Table 1. Rates of women with histories of physical and/or sexual abuse

Abuse Before agé 16 Age 16 or later Total
N(%) N(%) N(%)
Physical abuse only 14(26.4) 8(15.1) 22( 41.5)
Sexual abuse only 4( 7.5) 0 4( 7.5)
Both abuse 12(22.6) 4( 7.5) 16( 80.2)
No abuse - - 11( 208
Total 30(56.6) 12(22.6) 53(100.0)
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Table 2. Perpeturators of women with histories of physical and/or sexual abuse

Physical abuse
Before age 16(N=26)
perpeturators were family members
Brother
Mother
Sister
Age 16 or later(N=12)
Perpeturators were family members
Husband
Mother
Father
 Sister
Sexual abuse
Before age 16(N=16)
Perpeturators were family members
Brother
Father
Perpeturators were not family members
Unknown
Boy friend
Relatives
Neighbor
Age 16 or later(N=4)
Perpeturators were family members
Brother
Perpeturators were not family members
Boy friend
Relatves
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*Perpeturators were overlapping for each patient
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Table 3. SCL-90-R scores of 53 female psychiatric inpatients who erther had or had not experienced physical

and/or sexual abuse

SCL-90-R subscale No abuse Abuse

before age 16

Abuse age 16 F P

(N=11) (N=30) or later(N=12)
Mean SD Mean SD Mean SD (df=2, 50)
Somatization 47.28 11.12 51.73 11.27 45.75 8.42 1.53 0.226
Obsessive compulsive  50.90 12.08 51.73 12.35 45.67 7.41 1.21 0.305
Interpersonal sensitivity ~47.36 4.76 54.13 11.83 45.25 7.09 4.29 0.018*
Depression 51.91 12.04 56.23 14.04 50.68 10.06 1.15 0.324
Anxiety 53.00 12,94 58.10 15.88 47.83 6.85 2.48 0.093
Hostility 55.00 10.28 53.10 12.50 44.67 4.25 3.33 0.043*
Phobic anxiety 52.00 12.58 57.43 16.46 47.67 6.68 2.21 0.120
Paranoid ideclogy 50.09 6.87 57.60 1522 47.75 8.28 3.21 0.048*
Psychoticism 43.18 3.09 49.76 8.67 43.75 2.05 5.55 0.006*
Global severity index 49.09 9.56 54.70 12.86 45.08 6.09 3.52 0.036*

“Significant after application of List Significant Difference for multiple comparisons.
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