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= Abstract =

A Cross-Cultural Study of Cultural, Psychological Factors on Drinking Behavior
Among Koreans, Korean-Chines, and Chinese

Young Sook Park** - Mei Zi Biao*** - Jung Sun Kim'
Department of Neuropsychiatry, College of Medicine, Ewha Womans University**
Yanbian Nerve Psychiatric Hospital***

Department of Sciology, Ewha Womans University!

In order to avdance understaning of the complex social process of individual drinking beha-
vior, this cross-cultural study examined the effects of cultural and psychological factors on drink-
ing behaviors among Koreans, Korean-Chinese and Chineas. Using the survey data collected
from June, 1994 to April, 1995 both in Korea and Yanbian, China, we tested the hypothesis
that the social and cultural environment would lead differnt drinking behavior among Koreans,
Korean-Chinese and Chinese in addition to the individual psychological factors. Subjects were
206 Koreans, 211 Korean-Chines and 204 Chines, total 621 subjects.

The results are :

1) The average amount of alcohol consumption and of blood level is highest in Koreans.

2) In terms of drinking motivation, the effect of blind drunkeness and group solidarity fac-
tors are higher for Koreans than others, whereas business purpose and controlling drinking
behavior are higher among Korean-Chinese and Chinese. -

3) There is no significant differences in the social motivation, while emotional motivation is
higher among Chinese for the individual motivation.

4) Age and emotional motivation are the main factors affecting the total amount of alcohol
intake and the drinking frequency among Koreans. Group solidarity and blind drunkeness also
tend to lead the frequent drinking event for them. The factors of blind drunkeness and group
solidarity also has causal effects on the frequencies of drinking for Korean-Chinese in Yanabian,
while higher emotional motivaiotn as a psychological factors tends to lead a more frequent
drinking among Chinese.

5) These results show that there are differences in drinking behaviors due to the social and
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cultural differences among Korean-Chinese and Chinese especially in the frequencies of drink-
ing rather than the total amount of alcohol intake.

KEY WORDS : Drinking behavior - Cross-cultural study - Cultural factors - Psychological fac-

tors + Korea + China.
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Table 1. Total drinking amount per one day unit : cc
Group Mean SD F Schéffe test

Koreans 799.01 1014.42 21.9795%** Korean > Chinese, Korean-Chines

Korean-Chines 376.01 572.71

Chines 379.29 287.53
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Table 2. The total amount of alcohol intake unit : gram
Group Mean sD F Schéffe test

Koreans 83.05 67.66 38.7693*** Korean > Chinese, Korean-Chines
Korean-Chines 37.18 31.77

Chines 51.19 46.80

*Blood level alcohol amount(gram)=total drinking amount cc X alcohol percentage

Table 3. Drinking frequence per a month

Group Mean SD F Schéffe test
Koreans 7.86 6.39 3.8998* Chinese, Korean-Chines > Korean
Korean-Chines 8.41 7.18
Chines 9.85 7.16

Table 4-1. Factor analyses on drinking behaviors of Kore-
ans

ltem no. factor 1 factor 2
6 53410
12 53018
17 50101
14 49531
3 48567
7 46891
16 42773
13 .38650
18 38559
9 35279
2 34117
8 30887
4 .29498
1" .26607
1 26311
5 .14500
21 47831
15 47245
20 .36707
19 .35984
22 29876
10 05196
oo BeE YFHOE ¢ vkl WEst AN
1 gt (Table 3).
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Table 4-2. Factor analyses on drinking behaviors of
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Table 4-3. Factor analyses on drinking behaviors of

Korean-Chines Chines
ltem no. factor 1 factor 2 ltem no. factor 1 factor 2
9 74693 8 68023
5 56718 7 59670
4 50017 12 51980
1 A77N 10 51298
2 44285 3 48130
11 42341 14 44358
20 39137 6 42574
8 37525 4 37792
3 35415 22 37106
21 .25656 17 .36460
19 14602 2 .35085
15 .13980 18 29828
16 60003 5 .19950
17 57241 9 60149
7 51944 1 51837
6 47555 20 47454
18 43816 11 46640
12 40263 16 39175
14 .38981 13 37844
13 23573 21 .36537
10 20255 19 .34575
22 .18660 15 .31098
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Table 4-4. Factor analyses on drmklng behaviors of
three groups

B

ltem no. factor 1 factor 2
6 60007
17 .53388
8 49708
4 47787
7 47687
3 46416
2 40714
18 .39298
14 38721
16 35541
12 35259
1 29331
5 .23642
10 .14906
21 51693
9 49087
19 45730
20 .38563
15 29925
11 .29417
22 28196
13 27411
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Table 5-1. Comparison of drinking bahavior factor 1 value among three groups

Group Mean SD F Schéffe test
Koreans .26 75 14.2586*** Koreans > Chinese, Korean-Chines
Korean-Chines -.18 93
Chines a3 .86
¥k <.000
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Table 5-2. Comparison of drinking behavior factor 2 value among three groups

Group Mean SD F Schéffe test .
Koreans -.26 .63 18.2406*** Korean-Chines, Chines > Korean
Korean-Chines 19 .78
Chines 11 96
#p < 000
Table 6. Factor analyses on drinking motivation of three , . , , ,

groups Ao 2 (119), A (1¥), Eoix 25 v U7t
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Table 7-1. Comparison of drinking motivation factor 1 value among three groups

Group Mean sSD F Schéffe test
Koreans -.01 74 41.5694%** Chines > Korean, Korean-Chines
Korean-Chines -.38 83
Chines A5 .99
**5 < 000

Table 7-2. Comparison of drinking motivation factor 2
value among three groups

Group Mean  SD F Schéffe test
Koreans -.10 54 24725 ns.
Korean-Chines .04 .69
Chines .06 1.03
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Table 8. Multiple regression analysis on the total amount of alcohol intake
Factors R? B Beta P
22
Age - 207 -.34 0001
Drinking behavior 1 4.28 .04 .5898
Koreans . .
Drinking behavior 2 - 345 -.03 6809
Drinking motivation 1 32.49 .34 0001
Drinking motivation 2 - 1.57 - .01 .8781
.02
Age - .27 -.10 1958
Korean- Drinking behavior 1 3.08 09 3086
Chinese Drinking behavior 2 2.03 05 5711
Drinking motivation 1 1.48 .03 6468
Drinking motivation 2 - 4.36 -.09 2799
13
Age A3 04 7310
. Drinking bahavior 1 1.18 .02 8672
Chinese o .
Drinking behavior 2 12.55 .23 0584
Drinking motivation 1 10.48 .22 0683
Drinking meotivation 2 .78 .01 8793
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Table 9. Multiple regression analysis on drinking frequence per a month

Factors R? B Beta P
12
Age 13 22 0060
Drinking behavior 1 1.36 15 0603
Koreans L. .
Drinking behavior 2 .05 .00 .9487
Drinking motivation 1 2.00 .22 .0079
Drinking motivation 2 - .96 -.08 3249
.08
Age .08 14 0707
. Drinking behavior 1 1.48 19 .0280
Korean-Chinese Lo .
Drinking behavior 2 .78 .08 3254
Drinking motivation 1 - .70 -.07 .3298
Drinking motivation 2 -1.28 -.12 1512
25
Age .02 .04 7103
. Drinking behavior 1 1.69 18 1272
Chinese L .
Drinking behavior 2 40 .04 6932
Drinking motivaton 1 2.50 .33 .0055
Drinking motivation 1 77 10 3441
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