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Intrafamilial Transmission of Hepatitis C Virus ;
The Important Role of Infection beiween Spouses

Sun Young Yi - I Hwan Moon

Department of Internal Medicine, College of Medicine, Ewha Womans University

To determine the possibility of for sexual transmission of hepatitis C virus, we report a study
on 26 cases of type C liver discase that were evaluated in the Department of Internal Medicine
of the Ewha Womans University(Mok-dong hospital) over a period of 22 months from January
of 1994 to October of 1995, The results were as follows,

1) There were 1 acute hepatitis case, 19 chronic hepatitis cases, and 6 liver cirrhosis cases.

2) The positive rate of anti-HCV of spouse was 3.8%. The positive rate was not significant
compared to control group(total age adjusted prevalence).

3) The positive rate of ant-HCV of spouse was not significantly related with duration of mar-

riage or severity of disease.

Intrafamilial spread of HCV by sexual transmission is one of the route for transmission of
disease. But these result suggested it was uncommon route of transmission of hepatitis C.
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Table 1. Profile of 26 patients with type C liver diesase

(Table 1).
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Diagnosis No. of patients Male/Female Marriage years(mean % SD)
Acute hepatitis 1 01 25.5 + 12.1
Chronic hepatitis 19 15/4 13.0+ 8.2
Liver cirrhosis 6 2/4 252+ 6.2
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