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Levels of Dissociation and Histories of Reported Abuse among
Women Psychiatric Qutpatients

Jong-Won Kim
Department of Psychiatry, College of Medicine, Ewha Womans University

Objectives : The purpose of this study is to investigate the dissociative levels and histories of
reported abuse among women psychiatric outpatients.

Methods : The author observed the dissociative levels and histories of reported abuse of the
66 women outpaients who visited psychiatric clinics, and compare dissociative symptoms of
women who reported the history of physical and sexual abuse and symptoms of the others who
did not have such history.

Results : Results are as follows :

1) 54.5% of the other 66 outpatients of psychiatric clinic reported the history of abuse,
including 13.6%, 24.2% and 16.7% of them reporting sexual abuse, physical abuse and physical
and sexual abuse respectively.

2) Scores on the DES of abuse group was 18.6+16.3 which was significantly higher than
DES of the non-abuse group(7.0947.10).

3) Scores on the DES was highest in sexual abuse group, followed by physical abuse group
and then physical and sexual abuse group. The percentile of score on the DES above 25 which
was considered the score of dissociative disorder 44.4% of sexual abuse group, 18.8% of
physical abuse group, 18.2% of physical and sexual abuse group, and 3.3% of non-abuse group.

4) Scores on the DES was variable according to the age of first abuse. It was highest in 7 - 11
years old group, followed by 12-16years old group, and then above 16years old group.

Conclusion : Sexual and physical abuse, especially sexual abuse, appears to be responsible for
dissociation, or at least to be a precipitating factor of dissociative experience.

KEY WORDS : Sexual abuse - Physical abuse - Dissociation.
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Table 1. The rates of subjects according to history of
physical and sexual abuse(N=66)

History N{(%)

Hisory of abuse 36(54.5)
Physical abuse 16(24.2)
Sexual abuse 9(13.6)
Physical and sexual abuse 11(16.7)

No history of abuse 30(45.5)

A(4), AFRQ), oHL(1), AH(DE, 0% 109&
oAlrolol A sl Fackn god Shaz|sh
A0 T2 olulA), BHE A5 o3 A9} o)
HEo 7 BEE= Al o3 A4+ it

1641 oA 47 sjeket 9l sheiRke A2 (2),
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@)olglom, olZ 53e oFol ol A Fat Ho| gk

Table 2. Demographic characteristics of subjects(N=66)
(%)

Variables Abuse None Total .
(N=36) (N=30) (N=66)

Age 32.03+8.89 37.13+8.27 34.35+8.93
(MeantS.D.)
Education 9.167*
Elementary 5(13.9) 1( 3.3) 6( 9.1)

Middle 10(27.8) 2(6.7) 12(18.2)

High 13(36.1)  13(43.3)  26(39.4)

College 8(22.2) 14(46.7)  22(33.3)
Marriage 3.778%
Unmarried 8(22.2) 3(10.0) 11(16.7)

Married 26(72.2) 25(83.3) 51(77.3)

Divorced 1( 2.8) 1( 3.3) 2( 3.0
Widowed 1( 2.8) 1( 3.3) 2(3.0
Religion 0.878*
Protestantism ~ 12(33.3)  11(36.7)  23(34.9)
Catholicism 5(13.9) 6(20.0) 11(16.7)

Buddhism 411.1) 2( 6.7) 6( 9.1)

None 15(41.7) 1136.7)  26(39.4)
Occupation 1.100*
Employed 14(38.9) 8(26.7)  22(33.3)
Unemployed  22(61.1)  22(73.3)  44(66.7)
Diagnosis 4.858*
Anxiety 17(47.2)  12(43.3)  30(45.5)

disorders

Depressive 10(27.8) 9(30.0) 19(28.8)

disorders

Somatoform 2( 5.6) 6{20.0) 8(12.1)

disorders

Others 7(19.4) 2{ 6.7) 9(13.6)

Abuse=Reported history of abuse
None=No Reported history of abuse
*Non-Significant after Chi-square test
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He 22.2%, AAA S APTL 12.5%, AAH
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Table 3. Mean scores on the DES according to reported history of abuse(N=66)
DES" score SAT(N=9) PAY(N=16) BOTHN=11)  NONE“(N=30) F
Mean+S.D. 23.73+17.96* 17.71£19.12* 15.584+9.41 7.09+7.10 497
Range 2.9-589 0.5-81.7 3.0-37.7 0.0-26.6
1) DES=Dissociation experiences scale
2) SA=Sexual abuse
3) PA=Physical abuse
4) BOTH=Physical and sexual abuse
5) NONE=No abuse
*p<.005 vs NONE(Tukey's multiple comparison test was used)
Table 4. Stratified DES score according to reported history of abuse(N=66) (%)
DES" score SAP(IN=9) PAYN=16) BOTHN=11)  NONE'(N=30) Total(n=66)
0-44 2(22.2) 2(12.5) 1( 9.1) 15(50.0) 20(30.3)
45-31.2 5(55.6) 12(75.0) 9(81.8) 15(50.0) 41{62.2)
31.3-53.0 T(11.1) 1( 6.3) 1( 9.1) 0 3( 4.6)
above 53.0 1(11.1) 1( 6.3) 0 0 2( 3.0

1) DES=Dissociation experiences scale
2) SA=Sexual abuse

3) PA="Physical abuse

4) BOTH=Physical and sexual abuse
5) NONE=No abuse
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Table 5. Mean scores on the DES according to reported history of sexual and physical abuse stratified by age of first abuse

Sexual abuse No sexual abuse

Physical abuse No physical abuse

hee N M=+S.D. N MZ£S.D. p N M=-S.D. N M=£S.D. p
Overall 20 19.33+1342 46 10.78+1344 0.030* 27 16.82+15.71 39 1093£1252 0.110*
>16 11 18.66£16.82 46 10.78+13.44 0.032** 14 15.02+1046 39 1093x£1252 0.158**
12-16 4 21.83% 8.67 3 1247+ 454
7-1 2 27.55%14.35 7 23.00%+26.70
<7 3 12.43+10.60 3 153311184

DES=Dissociation Experiences Scale
*after paired t-test
**after Kruskal-Wallis test

Table 6. Mean scores on the DES according to freque-

(Mean+S.D.)

Table 7. Mean scores on the DES according to duration

ncy of abuse of abuse
Sexual abuse* Physical abuse** Duration Sexual abuse* Physical abuse*

Frequency N M=S.D. N M=£S.D. (yea) N M=£S.D. N M=S.D.

1 6 21.07+ 9.28 0 <1 14 22.61£15.16 6 13.18+ 5.37
2-3 4 9.87+ 9.85 1 9.60+ 0.00 1-10 4 742+ 376 11 18.77+23.30
4-9 4 37.65+15.25 6 1693+ 9.00 10< 2 1940+ 679 10 1691+ 8.85
10< 6 1142+ 748 20 17.17+17.68 DES=Dissociation experiences scale (Mean=+S.D.)

DES=Dissociation experiences scale (Mean+5.D.) *Non-Significant(after Kruskal-Wallis test)

*p<0.05(after Kruskal-Wallis test)
**Non-Significant{after Kruskal-Wallis test)
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