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Conservative Treatment of Postabortive and Postpartum Bleeding
with Foley Catheter Tamponade

Chong-Il Kim - Ji-Young Lee - Eun Hee Yoo
Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology, College of Medicine, Ewha Womans University

Objective : To evaluate the safety and efficacy of Foley catheter balloon tamponade for ut-

erine bleeding.

Method : A retrospective data collection of sequential series of 21 patients were performed
between May 1991 and April 1998. Treatment entailed controlled inflaion with normal saline

in an intrauterine balloon of Foley catheter.

Result : The mean duration of the Foley catheter tamponade for uterine bleeding was 96
hours(range ; 48 — 144 hours) and mean amount of ballooning was 32.5ml(range ; 28 — 60ml).
There was no complication such as cervical necrosis, infection or hysterectomy.

Conclusion : We propose the intrauterine balloon tamponade as an additional alternative for
controlling hemorrhage before resorting to angiographic embolization or surgery.

KEY WORDS : Foley catheter - Uterine bleeding - Cervical circlage.
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Table 1. Clinical characteristics of 21 cases
Mean Range
Agelyrs) 34.5 27 - 48
Gravity 5 1-10
Parity 1.5 0-5
Table 2. Causes of uterine bleeding
Causes No (%)
Cervical pregnancy 13 61.9
Post D & E atony bleeding 5 23.8
Missed abortion 1
1st trimester 4
Postpartum status 2 9.5
Post H-mole evacuation 1 4.8

D & E : Dilatation & evacuation
H-mole : Hydatidiform mole
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