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In order to examine the issue of women and health in Korean society, we need to adopt Received July 10, 2017
anew approach to consider health and body as a subject of social theory beyond the 22‘2:6,:’;%'?’1'"% 22021;1 ;
biomedical model. Health and diseases are not objective entities defined by universal P v
standards that are separate from the patient or physician’s life experience, but rather the .
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products of social, cultural, and political processes. From this point of view, this paper Jung Sun Kim
explores Korean women and health in two aspects of health and medical field, that is, Department of Sociology, Ewha Womans
women as medical service beneficiaries and providers. First, the gender paradox phe- University College of Social Sciences, 52
. . Ewhayeodae-gil, Seodaemun-gu, Seoul 03760,
nomenon—women live longer, but sufter from more illnesses—was confirmed by eval- Korea
uating the physical and mental health status of women. The life expectancy of Korean Tel: 82-2-3277-2260, Fax: 82-2-3277-2783
women is longer, but their morbidity rate of physical and mental health and subjective E-mail: jungsun@ewha.ac.kr
health evaluation is worse than men. Second, as medical service providers, the present
status of female doctors showed the horizontal and vertical segregation in the medi-
cal labor market despite of the increase of female doctors and medical students. We
.poinFed out thel problems of gender.ir.lequal.ity in health care sector and discugs policy Key Words
implications of ‘gender specific medicine’ to improve women's health and medical edu- Women; Health occupations; Sex factors;
cation. (Ewha Med J 2017;40(3):108-114) Medical education; Health policy
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Fig. 1. Life expectancy by sex (1970-2015). Modified from Ministry of
Health and Welfare [13].
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Table 1. Morbidity rate, days of sickness and days in bed (during the previous 2 weeks, 0 years old and over)

Variabl Morbidity rate Days of sickness Days in bed
ariable
2012 2014 2016 2012 2014 2016 2012 2014 2016
Male 21.2 22.1 22.8 8.3 8.7 9.0 0.6 0.7 0.8
Female 26.9 27.1 28.5 8.6 9.1 9.3 0.5 0.7 09
Modified from Statistics Korea [15], p. 39.
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Fig. 2. Degree of stress (whether stress during the last 2 weeks) by
sex. Modified from Ministry of Health and Welfare [13].
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Fig. 3. Self-assessment of health by sex. *Percentage of respondents
with very good and good self assessment of health. Modified from
Ministry of Health and Welfare [16].

2] W) ek, WA ofol RS el @t A A 9
SIM olzAEA0] A4S AbdE TR} gt olR ATl
ThE Agjol] lIA] AlTo R WSTH ARIA] 21919t o] o

ot 2kedS T 4 e 27k A A 71sol TRt vt

2 =747} 212400 QIH 18,19]. T2} ZTo o2 A18] B
o] Wslw Q1] OB AR AR} Lot ZedElelo}slo]

RS AT =0lelin 9k, ol WS oploks Fa3t B
wigtz o4 olBAHEA0] X|9i2h AHgAl0] 7IET} B 2|Al9)
50| oksheli Qlrhe Holet, Aubael LT} ReLE
o] 4y, el 77t peisl et xjAlo] AlEIshe X4 5
HE 7MEOR SR oJxto] Aok A4S OFhAIZ Slof ¢
o}, 7} 319 o2 UsEel Rolo @A ofste] pa)
o AR Q5 U 250] ol 7RsAJo] ok Bhtol
R0 2 A1) 2k ARV Ao R okl TRsAo] Qe
2% Ol AEAI0] $lafo] WghE 74| 9= 29lo] FTH20],

3 T4 ER WHSRE Of8t 2|Al} 7KL o)At ol9lo] o]
2 2opo] A2 HEAT GARIEAI0) g 7|3 4, o]

SO g YA ko S ARe Fa Al 7|20l 2]
RAl0] ol 9l okso] ol e B Alo] AUYE T
oA @IS ofRiA BhE 47} SIEk21), Lot A% ik
oA QIFzEolo] 414 chigo] Shikel AujxEoks o7



Women and Health in Korea E M] I

OfIA afl]7} ohfota] o Q] URAo| 1 EFF ARl At~
Rt Ao Arkt Wsks 876t oot AEAQ 554 9
Ab-5-52] SEA} PAZBE] 0|7 HRAZAZA ] OJAt-4H|z}
2419] 3} FHA|2 Agto] BRI Q= Flofe, 0|9 72 QA
3kx} 4| 9] Wol= o o4} olB =210 U QL AkgA)S HA|
2 olx] ghon 2 o|g Byl 7he ZHSX] AFgo] BISHA| WAy
SHA E11, o= thA| QARES] Yot X1m et MJXIRE 7SI
7131 0|2 QIsl QJAFE] ThRt BAlo] FtiEl= okegto] yEE
FAJoH Hot, o= oz RA]o] 2|9jof FFS vzl E ThE
S3 ARSIH 270 R tiRpE o] HTR QIR o] 7|t
AAe S 4 Qlrt AxE o] tigsl, 7Yshels ggolA X
FEEEETRE YRR Hslo] Zote HYele] JoolA
Z5 oA o] oo o B=M QAMES] TR AR o=
OFslEl= HTkS WOl HrH22). E5] 2 o] QJAre] ALE]
2 SiAlol F-83F Higo] HlH f-efuiete] 2ol ke 9
AFEQ] X]9] Btk 2pAs] HuEAQl QAFS0] ALS|A 2]9]9t ]
A& Aol 7S B2 A Hok

QEjuzte] o HEAL AT ALS|ehE T MEHeR A
2] Zcko 2A] ARSlof] AH|AKo| 1 TRAIAQI RS oz Ao
2 PAfoket] ol R Mt 2 grhErH23]. ol =7t
of| oJohf At OJ& AT} QP 0 7 FRIHE ARS|ofA] ARSI,
A 2147 BAEIE JAbE0] AFSA ool =02 %t
g F717F IR QUL whEbA] olshRThe 24]0] ALeo] 1O
2] 32 UG Fdo|ly] mRoltt, 22 ookR Y] =gto g Q]
Sk olgake] Al o] xZol= olgQlE g, QBT A,
OJshA-R gkl A v} k2. oJSt-SA|AE] S0] o] A o] A?t
0l Bt} 5208 AMSY g PAkoks viste HolR
= Qlont AR o] B4 ThE olydy} Blwske o o
5] A52Q1 ol BHEE Ql= Zi0] Aot T1R17F o o]
23k Joha] $2oA 9] Wstet tiEo] o= QI JHQIA SFolA
QAT AfaLo] WSS AT 4 Q= A2 HER F2 QA9
Ay FY Aeie] HEAG T T 71T] @doleks AHE 9l
o}, @R A7 (=T Q= 0 AL o] B4 M=oz Astk
W5 | Eck= Bl Absl Sof YAl Bieg ]2 &}
A19] 7HQIAQ1 ofshtA| Qb QFFslet= ol2fgh Ye-2 1A
o2 g o7 Qo] Fg 75 P Ho=M Ars] A
Aol 1 Eolejo] Foke 4 Q= BA E THsAE HiAE &
U= HoH 24].

ol AollA] Q2] Ligt of4oB i mR]o] EAL 20l 5
7t Etotar o] YubAQl o4 mAPgolA LERYA Q)
= A, pAH B dArg TR FEok Qe Zies 3
ZheTH25]. AT ool el 420 A F7h= 19501 HA| 9
AL % A9} B8] 7.4%C1A 201501 oF 3,587t F71S5H

24.6%= ApAJotal Qltk= ZolA I 4~ QItk(Fig. 4) [131.
o Lozt ojatehat gAY vlg-2 201591 31.6%°1 Eotal |
L2101 Z7F FA0f QT 8], BHH ol2i3t YA FItol= ot
11 0]50] Ol8 BAPGoA] Aok AR A9, A, HY9
P, A2 23 5 U UL ES AR W IS
< B 5 Utk AF¥ o 2= WA oJAR] oF 1, THiE i oA 9]
AREO] AR&Ol FF O] 9, A 24 | 7HO] o g oAt 429
7] A3t 20159 AR 4 2IAke] 55%7F 2,30t 2 =
off FEf Qlet. EF HFARI lemAlge] 4782 24o] Ue}
Uz Qs 72 o] mh2 Y FEl(Table 2) [26]12 LaHA=
A, W, AohAls oA QJARE 0] vlgo] 55| =2 MR It
S AJHEATR(Table 3) [27]01A4] &RIZ 4= Q). 1 ghof F
Al2] Ao = WAt vlg, 13% == Totel= O]t
o HlE 52 98 APl 214 BH0] ThH-S A B
31 QUTH25].

Tt oA A 8RR} 7o) 2|20 g5otal Q= ool
F5Q10] £4 Zk= QR E2]0] X2 £/ ojwdt Hats
72 -ZA], Yozt MebARl Olg Ql20] F10F H5/do] ofw
St PSS U|X|A FA] 1 st ol S8t Aot & £
T}, HA G2 FIol B ot o4 oluRlo] ARSI A9t
Hdo] tholl 421 AL Sh= AFRFE-2 4] IR =
oA 9] SHA|R} LR A ool 4]0 Aok ol 9= 541 Qirh U
B AR AT5S 5ol AAJQARE L] AT Aot AJAFAo]
Jgol vlof] B=3F Zlo] APdo|H of= o 7HRIQ] 2ol
3 7R E k] FH7FsA] SOl ol Aol AxtEs 1
517] ofg}e @Alolatal B} 6,7,28]. ESH oAIE0] EAJo R
UAOR = TARAIFAR] HEAAA AP A S419] et
& IPgolA A= St SRS TA HEA] %S
Zlojek= vlghe A7|E]3l QTH29]. Hut ofjel JBs LA

v

140,000 1 gy Both sexes
Bl Male
120,000 1@ Female

100,000 -
80,000
60,000
40,000

20,000

0_
> H © A
Q" L L O

S D O

NN
PARCNTAE

> O
L L
S P

Fig. 4. Licensed physicians by sex: 2004-2015. Modified from Minis-
try of Health and Welfare [13].
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Table 2. Types of employment among medical doctors by sex, 2014

Variable Male (%) Female (%)
Private hospital 28,821 (37.6) 5,765 (24.2)
Clinic 28,488 5,735
Hospital 333 30
Pay doctor 30,731 (40.1) 10,191 (42.7)
Clinic 1,069 623
Hospital 11,945 2,966
Public 277 100
Private 11,668 2,866
General hospital 6,595 2,342
Public 1,446 627
Private 5,149 1,715
University hospital 11,122 4,260
Public 2,628 965
Private 8,494 3,295
Medical school 817 (1.06) 167 (0.6)
Public 301 42
Private 516 125
Resident 9,574 (12.5) 5,496 (23.0)
Public 2,370 1,453
Private 7,204 4,043
Health center 2,078 (2.7) 227 (0.9)
Others 4,650 (6.1) 2,066 (8.6)
Total 76,671 (100.0) 23,912 (100.0)

Modified from Korean Medical Women's Association [26].
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Table 3. Distribution of specialties among medical doctors by sex,
2014

Specialty Male (%)  Female (%)
Internal medicine 10,427 (17.5) 3,109 (18.6)
Surgery 5,621 (9.4) 419 (2.5)
Pediatrics 3,155(5.3) 2,555 (15.3)
Obstetrics and gynecology 4013(6.7) 2,014 (12.1)
Psychiatry 236 (0.4) 26 (0.2)
Neurology 1,143 (1.9) 365 (2.2)
Neuropsychiatry 2,065 (3.5) 749 (4.5)
Orthopedic surgery 5,449 (9.1) 33(0.2)
Neurosurgery 2,440 (4.1) 30(0.2)
Cardiology 1,007 (1.7) 48 (0.3)
Plastic surgery 1,739 (2.9) 110 (0.7)
Ophthalmology 2,435 (4.1) 525 (3.1)
Otolaryngology 3,211 (5.4) 310 (1.9)
Dermatology 1,518 (2.5) 441 (2.6)
Urology 2,420 (4.1) 29 (0.2)
Radiology 1,901 (3.2) 1,249 (7.5)
Radiation oncology 177 (0.3) 82 (0.5)
Anesthesiology and pain medicine 2974 (5.0) 1,156 (6.9)
Rehabilitation medicine 1,165 (2.0) 376 (2.3)
Tuberculosis department 82 (0.1) 29(0.2)
Laboratory medicine 383 (0.6) 442 (2.7)
Pathology 383 (0.6) 444 (2.7)
Preventive medicine 413 (0.7) 127 (0.8)
Family medicine 4084 (6.8) 1,794 (10.8)
Nuclear medicine 78 (0.1) 45(0.3)
Occupational and environmental medicine 207 (0.3) 41(0.2)
Emergency medicine 916 (1.5) 130 (0.8)

Modified from Korean Medical Association [27], p. 85.
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