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A Clinical Study of Sibling Schizophrenics

— Focusses on Familydynamic and Familial Psychopathology —

Haing Won Woo, M.D.

Department of Neuropsychiatry, College of Medicine, Ewha Womans University

Author attempted of find out whether there were any characteristic findings in
the sibling schizophrenics family (family in which more than two members of si-
bling were schizophrenia ) including clinical features, interpersonal relationship and
some of sociodemographic aspects.

Data for the sample were obtained 17 schizophrenics from 8 sibling  schizophr-
enics families who were admilted to neuropsychiatric department EWHA Womens
University Hospital from March 1st 1973 to February 28th 1983.

Results obtained were summerized as follows;

The members of sibling were larger in the schizophrenics families than that of
normal and the first born childrens and last born childrens were affectes more
frequently than subseguent ones.

Sibling schizophrenics were tended to be heigh educates,no employed and low
middle socioeconomic class.

In the familial history, sibling schizophrenic’s father proband had more frequently
affectes than mother proband. Usually mother’s characters were found to be over
protective and active but father’s were indifferent and passive.

Their father and mother had mother dominent and hostile relationship. Inter-
personal relationship between sibling schizophrenics had relative affective (41.2% )
in the majority.

Comparative analysis of the above finding showed no differences from the family
in which only one child was afflicted schizophrenia.
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Table 1. Number of familiee and siblings

Number
Number of families 8
Number of siblings 88
Mean number of siblings 55

Table 2. Sex age onset Birth order

Percent
Number (%)
Male 11 64.7
Age

Female 6 353

Total 17 100.0

1620 yrs. 5 23.4

Age at 20-25 yrs. 4 235

onset 26 -30 yrs. 6 34.3
Over 30 yrs. 2 118

Total 17 100.0

1st 4 23.5

2nd 3 17.6

Birth 3rd 1 3.9

order  4th 3 17.6

5th 2 11.9

6th 4 235

Total 17 100.0
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Table 3. Education and occupation

No. %
Being in school 1 6.0
High &
Educa- Drop out of 2 118
R school .
tion Graduation 3 17.6
. Being in school 5 29,4
Univer-
. Drop out of 3 17.6
sity .
Graduation 3 17.6
Total 17 100.0
Student 6 35.3
Teacher 0 0
Out of work 8 47.2
Others 3 17.6
Total 17 100,0
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Table 4. Economic state and family status

Characteristics ~ Number Score
Professionals 0 0
Semiprofessionals 3 24
Skilled workers 0 0
Occupation Small bgsiness 5 100
Semiskilled worker 0 0
Unskilled worker 0 0
Total 8 124
Inherited wealth 2 6
Earned wealth 13 78
Profit & Fees 0 0
Source of
. Salary 2 24
income
Wages 0
Private relief 0
Public relief 0
Total 17 108
Large house in 1 3
& gogd condition
Large housein __
medium condition 6 36
House Medium house in
medium condition 7 84
type .
Small house in
good condition 1 15
All house in |
bed condition 2 42
Total 17 180
Very exclusive 1 2
The better surburbs 6 24
Above average 7 42
Area lived Average — residental
. neighborhood 1 8
in
Below average 2 20
Low 0
Very low 0
Total 17 96
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Table 5. Relationships between patient and

parents
Mother Father —
patient patients
No. 4 No. %
Close affective 4 23.5 4 23.5
Highly protective 8 470 0 0
Indifferent 1 5.9 5 29.5
Hostile 2 118 4 23,5
Others 2 11.8 4 23.5
Total 17 100.8 17 100.0
Table 6. Characteristics of parents
Father Mother

No. % No. %

Active 4 235 6 35.4
Affective 2 11.8 4 23.5
Cold, rigid 7 412 4 23.5
Passive 4 23.5 3 176

Total 17 100, 17 100.0
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Table 7. Father Mother relationships

Number Percent (% )
Father dominent 3 176
Mother dominent 4 23.5
Dual dependent 3 176
Indifferent 3 17.6
Hostile 5 23.7
Total 17 100.0

Table 8. Relationships between siblings

Number Percent (% )

Relative affective 7 412
Indifferent 2 11.8
Hostile 5 295
Others 3 185
Total 17 100.0
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