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Post-thoracotomy Pain Control Using Bupivacaine®

Young Sik Park and Kwang Ho Kim
Department of Thoracic and Cardiovascuair Surgery, College of Medicine, Ewha Womans University

Postoperative pain control is important for reducing patient’ s discomfort and morbidity. Postopera-
tive pain cintrol was performed by pharmacological blockage of intercostal nerves with bupivacaine
in 10 patients. Bupivacaine was injected intermittently throngh the indwelling catheter which was
placed in the pleural space during the operation. Postoperative pain was excellently controlled with

this procedure.
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Grade Result
Grade 0 no response
Grade 1: pain when quiet breathing and rest
Grade 2° pain when deep breathing and coughing
Grade 3: no pain
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