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Psychiatric Symptoms in Adult Inpatients with Childhood
Histories of Sexual Abuse

Kyu Wol Yun, Haing Won Woo

Department of Psychiatry, Ewha Medical Research Center, College of Medicine,
Ewha Womens University

Objective : This study investigated the correlations between childhood sexual abuse and the
severity of psychopathology symptoms in adulthood and the usefulness of adult psychiatric
symptoms, diagnoses, and medications as factors in the identification of patients who have been
sexually abused in childhood.

Method : The subjects of this study were 21 childhood sexually abused female inpatients and
22 ponabused female inpatients(psychiatric control group). All subjects were interviewed and
completed self report instruments that focused on childhood sexual history of trauma, and
current general psychiatric symptoms, dissociative symptoms.

Results : Sexually abused group showed significantly higher rates of divorce than psychiatric
control group. Relative to psychiatric control group, sexually abused group have more
hospitalization, higher proportion of more suicidal symptoms and more often major
pharmacological treatment. Sexually abused group manifested significantly higher levels of
dissociative symptoms and general psychiatric symptoms, including interpersonal sensitivity,
psychoticism, obsessive compulsive and global severity index.

Conclusions : Findings suggest that childhood sexual abuse is associated with adult
psychiatric symptoms, especially dissociative symptoms and works as etiology of psycho-
pathology of bodetline personality disorder.

KEY WORDS : Childhood sexual abuse - General psychiatric symptoms - Dissociative
symptoms - Boderline personality disorder.
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Table 1. Demographic characteristics of subjects with and without histories of childhood sexual abuse No(%)

Characteristics Sexual abuse (N=21) Non-sexual abuse (N=22)
Mean age (year) 30.8£9.92 34.8+11.9
Occupation Present 10 (47.6) 7 (31.8)

Absent 11 (52.4) 15 (68.2)
Education Elementary 2(9.6) 3 (13.6)
Middle_ 3 (14.3) 13 (13.6)
High 7 (33.3) 13 (59.1)
College 9 (42.9) 3 (13.6)
Religion None 9 (42.9) 6 (27.3)
Catholic 4 (19.0) 4 (18.2)
Protestant 5 (23.8) 9 (40.9)
Buddhism 3 (14.3) 3 (13.6)
Marriage* Unmarried 14 (66.7) 11 (50.0)
Married 4 (19.0) 11 (50.0)
Divorce 3 (14.3) 0 ( 0.0)

*Chi-squre=6.61, df=2, p < 0.05

Table 2. Characteristics of subject with histories of child-
hood sexual abuse(N=21, No(%))

Nature of abuse

Intercourse 7 (33.3)
Non-intercourse 14 (66.7)
Realtion to abuser

Family members 7 (33.3)
Father 2 (9.5)
Brother 3 (14.3)
Uncle 2 (9.5)

14 (66.7)

Nonfamily members
(unknown, relatives, neighbor)
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Table 3. Clinical characteristics of subjects with and
without histories of childhood sexual abuse
No(%})

- sexual abuse Non-sexual
Characteristics

(N=21)  abuse(N=22)

No. of Diagnoses per subject

One time 11(52.4) 18(81.8)

More than two times 10(47.6) 4(18.2)
Frequency distribution of diagnoses

Schizophrenia 9(42.8) 9(40.9)

Affective disorder 6(28.6) 7(31.8)

Somatization disorder 4(19.0) 3(13.6)

Anxiety disorder 0( 0.0) 2( 9.1

Eating disorder 1( 4.8) 1( 4.5)

Borderline personality di- 7(33.3) 3(13.6)

sorder

Conversion disorder 4{19.0) 1( 4.5)
Suicidal Symptoms

Present 12(57.1) 8(36.4)

Absent 9(42.9) 14(63.6)
Psychotropic medications*

Major tranquilizer 18(85.7) 11(50.0)

Minor tranquilizer 3(14.3) 11(50.0)

*Chi-squre=4.72, df=4, p < 0.05
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Table 4. Mean DES and HAM-D scores of subjects with and without histories of childhood sexual abuse

Score Sexual abuse(N=21) Mean=+5D Nonsexual abuse(N=22) Mean+SD T value
DES 27.24+21.22 8.8217.28 3.77%
HAM-D 27.48+£10.95 30.05+9.89 -0.81
DES : Dissociative Experiences Scale
HAM-D : Hamilton Depression Rating Scale
*p < 0.01, ttest
Table 5. Standardized SCL-90-R scores® of subjects with and without histories of childhood sexual abuse
SCL Sexual abuse(N=21) Mean+SD Nonsexual abuse(N=22) Mean+SD T value
Somatization 51.66+10.88 48.54+11.36 0.92
Obsessive compulsive 56.05+11.51 4745+ 9.84 2.64%
interpersonal sensitivity 56.57+11.48 4745+ 9.96 2.79%*
Depression 55.71+11.44 51.82+11.18 1.13
Anxiety 57.19413.81 52.54+12.42 1.16
Hostility 55.90+£13.05 51.33+11.28 1.28
Phobic anxiety 56.38+11.44 49.23+£11.92 2.01
Paranoid ideology 56.43+£12.40 49.64+ 9.69 2.00
Psychoticism 59.14+12.28 45.00£ 6.79 4.64**
Global severity index 56.90+12.25 48.00+ 9.45 2.66*
® t-scores *n < 0.05 **p < 0.01 t-test
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