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= Abstract=

A Ccmparative Study of Schizophrenic and Medical

Inpatients as Informed Drug Consumers

Haing Wan Woo, M.D.

Dept. of Neuropsychiatry, College of Medicine, Ewha Womans University

Fifty schizophrenic inpatients receiving antipsychotic medications were eva-
luated as informed and or consenting drug consumers by mesns of structured
interview, in comparison with a matched group of medical inpatients receiving

nonpsychotrpic drugs.

Medical patients were better informed about positive aspects of medication,
such as relationship of drug treatment to a specific diagnosis and not better
informed about positive aspects of medication, such as name and dose.

Schizophrenic patients, however, were significantly better informed about

side effects and risks.

Although both groups felt that their medication had helped them, 84% of the
medical patients but only 729 of the schizophrenic patients said they would

take the medication if they had choice.

The fact that schizophrenic inpatients readly shared their reluctance to take
medication with an interviewer may offer an avenue for detection and inter-

vention improve prospects for cutpatient cempliance.
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Table 1. Damographic date for schizophrenic
and medical patients
Schizophrenic Medical
(N=50) (N=30)
Mean age, yr 31.1 43.2
Mean educa
tion, yr 11.9 8.7 p<0.01
Marital status, x%=41.3,
single 43(86%) 3(10%) p<0.01
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Table 2. Patient information and attitudes concerning medication

Schizophrenic Medical
(N=50) (N=30)

Name, No. correct 39(78%) 13(43.3%) x?=9.9, p<0.01
Dose, No. correct 39(78%) 11(36.7%) x?=13.67, p<0.01
Diagnostic, No. using 7(14%) 5(16.7%) x?=0.1, NS
‘General problem area, No. using 16(32%) 9(30%) =0.034, NS
Symptomatic-therapeutic, No. using 9(18%) 13(43%) x?=6,04, p<0.05
Positive information index, mean 3.9 5.7 t=3.15, p<0.01
Side effects, No. giving one or more 27(54%) 2(6.7%) =20.2, p<0.01
Risks, No. giving one or more 6(12%) 000%) =5.8, p<0.05
Negative information index, mean 2.3 0.3 t=4.83, p<0.01
Informed consumer rating, mean 3.66 3.12 t=1.136, NS
‘How hslpful? No. saying it made them 42(84%) 27(90%) x?=0.17, NS
Would you take it? No. saying they would 36(72%) 24(80%) x?=8.3, p<0.01
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