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Clinical Survey of Urticaria after Blood Transfusion during Anesthesia

Choon Hi Lee, M.D.

Department of Anesthesiology, College of Medicine, Ewha Womans Univresity

Clinical survey on 508 blood recipients were undertaken to find out the incidence

of urticaria and the effects of pretreatment with antihistamine on urticaria.

The following were obtained:

1) Among 508 recipients, the incidence of urticaria was 30(5.9%).
2) The urticaria was 15(50%) severe in degree.

3) The incidence of the urticaria was more frequent in general anesthesia than

spinal anesthesia.

4) There was no significant relationship between transfusions and the ©ppearance

of urticaria.

5) The rate of appearance of urticaria was higher in female than male.

6) In various age groups the majority of urticaria were in the third decade.

7) The average number of eosinophiles was within normal limits in all recipients.

8) The average duration of urticaria was 2 hours and 45 minutes.

The result of present study indicates the possibility that pretreatment with anti-

histamine can prevent the urticaria after transfusion during anesthesia and involving

more number of recipients further study is necessary to verify the above results.
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Table 2. Incidence of urticaria by sex

No. of
Sex transfu- No. of patients with urticaria
sed pati-
ents Mild  Mod. Severe Total(%)
Male 171 2 0 3 5(2.9)
Female 337 11 2 12 25(7.9)
Total 508 13 2 15 30(5.9)

Table 3. Incidence of urticaria by age
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Table 5. Comparision of pretreated and nontreated with antihistamine on transfused patients

Group tran?fc;sgé pts. Wilglflugiié);rsi'a _ Severity of Urticaria Duration
(%) Mild (%) Mod.(%) Severe(%)
Nontreated 642 92(14. 4) 52(59. 8) 16(17.3) 21(22.8) 4 h0o5 m.
Preteated 508 30*(5.9) 13(43.3) 2(6.7) 15(50.0) 2 h45 m.
*p <0, 001
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