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=ABSTRACT =

A Clinical Study of Spinal Tuberculosis

Jin Man Wang, M.D.

Department of Orthopaedic Surgery, Ewha University College of Medicine

The spinal tuberculosis has been decreased because of development of anti-tu-
berculosis drugs and the new surgical procedures but still have challenging pro-
blems in Korea.

Fourty-eight cases of spinal tuberculosis were treated with conservative and sur-
gical treatments during 6 years from 1976 to 1981 at Ewha Univ. Hospital with fol-
lowing results ;

1. The age distribution showed the peak incidence in the first decade.

2. The predilection site was the thoracic area (49.2%).

3. In 35.4% of the cases, anti-TB drug was taken before surgery.

4. Paraplegia showed in 29.2% of cases,

5. In paraplegia, most involved bodies were in the thoracic and lumbar vertebra
and the percentage was 85.7 %.

6. The recovery rate of the paraplegia was 92.9%.

7. Anterior fusion was performed in 35.4%, and the posterior fusion was perfor-
med in 31.3%.

8. The kypotic angle was increased according to the numbers of involved vertebra.
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Table 1. Sex and treatment

Male Female Total( %)
Conservative 3 6 9(18.7)
Surgery Curettage 2 2 4( 83)
Ant. fusion 6 11 17 (35.4)
Post, fusion 3 12 15 (313)
Ant. & post, 2 1 3( 6.3)
Fusion
Total (%) 16 (83.3) 32. (66.7) 48 (100)
Table 2. Age and treatment
Age 010 11—-20 21—30 31—40 over 41 Total (%)
Conservative 0 2 3 1 2 9(18.8)
Curettage 1 1 1 4( 8.3)
Ant. fusion 2 8 2 3 17(35.4)
Post. fusion 3 2 2 15(31.3)
Ant, & post. 3¢ 6.3)
Fusion
Total (%) 14(29.1) 8(16.6) 12 (25) 6(12.5) 8(16.6)  48(100)
Table 3. Sites of lesion I @A Yo ql sedagson ddstd A
A8 gel
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Table 4. Previous treatment

Treatment No. of patients (%)

no treatment 28(58.3)
chemotherapy
+immobilization

0 —3 months 12 (25)

4 —12 months 5(10.4)
surgery 3("6.3)
Total 48 (100 )
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Table 5.

i steri Ant. 5t

No. Conservative Curettage Iét?stii)rrllor gﬁ::z;’ or 1;‘2:;535 Total (%)

1 1 3 1 1 6(12.5)

2 1 3 2 11(22.9)

3 9 5 16 (33.3)

4 3 4 1 8(167)

5 1 1 3 1 6(125)
overb 1 1( 2.1)
Total 9 4 17 15 3 48(100)

Table 6. Neurologic involvement in paraplega.

Level Cases ( %)
Cervical

Thoracic 8(57.1)
Lumbar 4(286)
Sacral 2(14.3)
Total 14 (100)

Table 7. Involved vertebrae & kyphosis
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Degree of
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involved under 25° 26~50° 51-75° over 76° Total (%)
vertebrae
under 2 15 2 17(35.4)
3 8 6 1 1 16(33.3)
4 5 8(16.7)
5 3 2 6(12.5)
over 6 1{ 2.1)
Total (%) 23 (48.0) 16(33.3) 5(10.4) 4(8.3) 48 (100)
Table 8. Types of operation
o] 4 BL%ld = (24).
Types cases ( %) 14 &3t _%i%i‘;} J
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